Scenario patterns
for faster decision
making

Business management is frequently about
comparing different types of data such as
actual and last year figures or actual vs
budget figures. We call them scenarios.

Scenario patterns are consistent visual
representations of different business
scenarios (e.g., actuals, forecasts, budgets)
in reports and dashboards.

By standardizing the way we display these
scenarios, we eliminate confusion, enhance
comparability, and make it easier for
stakeholders to interpret data.

Show your figures with the right pattern.
Not different colors, but different patterns.
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Scenario patterns
for faster
decision making

Scenario patterns are consistent visual
representations of different business
scenarios (e.g., actuals, forecasts, budgets)
in reports and dashboards.

By standardizing the way we display these
scenarios, we eliminate confusion, enhance
comparability, and make it easier for
stakeholders to interpret data.

Use the appropriate fill pattern instead of
colors. Use fill patterns. These are the
patterns recommended by IBCS:

Solid dark for actuals

Outline for the plan

Hatched pattern for forecasts
Solid light for previous periods
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Scenario patterns
also for line
charts.

Scenario patterns aren't just for bar charts,
they also play a crucial role in line charts.

Following IBCS standards, you can use
consistent patterns to represent different
scenarios (actuals, forecasts, budgets),
enhancing clarity and comparability.

= Solid lines represent actuals
= Dashed lines for budgets
= Dotted lines for forecasts

By maintaining the same scenario patterns
across different chart types, like line
charts, you ensure your audience easily
understands your data without confusion,
no matter the chart type.
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Same scenario
patterns for
different charts.

Scenario patterns aren't just for bar charts,
they also play a crucial role in vertical bar
charts to display categories.

Following IBCS standards, you can use
consistent patterns to represent different
scenarios (actuals, forecasts, budgets),
enhancing clarity and comparability.

Solid dark for actuals

Outline for the plan

Hatched pattern for forecasts
Solid light for previous periods

By maintaining the same scenario patterns
across different chart types, you ensure
your audience easily understands your data
without confusion, no matter the chart

type.
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?

One single chart

with all scenario

patterns!
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One chart with
two scenario
patterns.

Scenario patterns aren't just for bar charts,
they also play a crucial role in vertical bar
charts to display categories.

Following IBCS standards, you can use
consistent patterns to represent different
scenarios (actuals, forecasts, budgets),
enhancing clarity and comparability.

= Solid dark for actuals

= Qutline for the plan

= Hatched pattern for forecasts
= Solid light for previous periods

By maintaining the same scenario patterns
across different chart types, you ensure
your audience easily understands your data
without confusion, no matter the chart

type.
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Show your figures
with the right pattern.

Not different colors, )7 A .:
but a different ) 2N SR A N i
pattern.
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